Living on the Edge: Alaska 2009
Terms and conditions of participation

This field excursion involves complicated logistics in a rough dynamic landscape with limited facilities.  There are a number of specific conditions that you must agree to for final acceptance into the course.  Please read these carefully, and initial each entry. Note that it is not only your responsibility to abide by these rules, but it is your responsibility to report infractions that may affect the group.


1. I understand that Smoking on this trip is not allowed. This requirement is in compliance with the New York State Public Health Law with regard to Regulation of Smoking in Public and Work Places.  Alaskan laws apply as well, but are superseded by more stringent NY laws and regulations for this excursion.


2. I understand that the Use of illegal drugs and/or alcohol will result in immediate dismissal from the program and failure of the course.


3. I understand that Bears and other animals are dangerous and there are a number of required items and actions required for safety.  Of paramount importance, is that Profs. Cockburn and Garver have complete authority over the group and individual movements and actions in bear country.  Use of bear bangers, bear bells, bear spray, and a mandatory buddy system is required.  


4. I understand that the Use of portable music and cell phones in the bush is not allowed.  This applies to all nights spent in a tent.


5.  I understand that Extended hikes in difficult terrain are required for successful completion of this course.  Failure to participate fully in outings, regardless of weather, will be factored into the final grade for the course.


6.  I understand that I must fully reveal any physical or mental conditions that may limit participation in this course. These include, but are not limited to food allergies, other allergies, and all physical and mental conditions that may affect working in a group or working in rugged terrain.  Failure to reveal conditions may result in course failure and dismissal.


7. I understand that Group dynamics are crucial to the success of an extended field excursion.  Disruption of the group will result in dismissal from the group and failure of the class.  This point is primarily focussed on camping and sleeping where there will be a moratorium on excessive noise and disruption after 10 pm, or a time that is otherwise announced.


8. I understand that the Weather in Alaska can be poor. Participation requires full rain gear and boots that can perform in constantly saturated conditions.  This gear must receive approval prior to the start of the trip.


9. I understand that Camping in a group includes a number of tasks including setting up and breaking down tents, cooking, cleaning dishes, and cleaning camp. I agree to fully participate in these activities.


10. I understand that I will be Working in a rough, difficult to access area with limited facilities, and long travel distances. Emergency facilities will commonly be long distances, so careful attention to details in the field is paramount.  Use of the Internet will be very limited.  Camp food will have limited variation and choice.

Finally, I acknowledge that I participate in this course as a representative of Union College and I agree to represent Union in respectful, considerate, and mindful way. 

________________________________________

 ____________________________


Signed
Date

________________________________________

 ____________________________


Prof. J.I. Garver
Date

________________________________________

 ____________________________


Prof. J. Cockburn
Date

