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Docomrxr § —No. 1.
Report of Henry Stark on Manufactures in New Hampokire,

In compliance to the requisitions of your letter, dated February 7, 1832, T have the hor-
Or te report ruch facts on_the subject of manufuctures in the counties of Merrimack, Sul-
livan, Chesbur, and Hillsborough, as the limited time allowed has enabled me to colleet,

‘You will perceive that, in some cases, the returns are exceedingly imperfect, which im.
perfection was frequently the result of an inability, on the part of the mechanic. to state,
with v, the of his ption and products; in other inst it arosc from the
circumstances of thic agentsnot fully understanding the nature of th jssion, quently
not reportng desired facts: these imperfections are found generally in the reports of? pri-
vate werkshops.  In order to insure as perfect returns as possible fram the lurge manufac-
turing estublishments, I gave my personal attention, and believe my report will be found to
contam all the essential mformation that could be.collected under the circumatances. In
pursuing my inquiries, I found many difficulties to encounter: factory agents, in some cases,,
evinced a d.sposttion to conceal facts; and, in others, furnished statements. by which it
would appeur that their establishments were unprofitable, when it was known, from the
cirenmstances of the proprietors continuing to invest largely in the same stock, and from
other facts unnecessary to detail, that a profit of at least 12 per cent. was accruing from
the business. 1 ain, however, happy to state, that these remarks will apply only to'a few
estublishments where my inquiries have been extended. On the contrary, those immediate~
ly interested were frequently the most ready to furnish the desired information,

Agreeably to your request, I offer a few remurks on the subject of the tariff,

The object of Government being to guarantee to every individual the equal means of
acquiring - wealth with which to support himself, and be enabled to contribute his propor-
tion to t.e expenses of administration, it becomes the obligation of legislators, in enactin,
laws, to keep perpetuslly in view the interests of the great mass of the ¢ mmunity; and LE
from experience, it is found that the interests of the many have been sacrificed, and colos.
#ul fortunes thereby erccted, for the exclusive benefit of the few, the fact calls upon

Gevernment to correct the existing evil by cqualizing the burden.

1t cannot be said that our present tariff has had a deleterions effect upon the interests of
the nation: On the contrary, it has been the means of an immense investment of capital in
munufactures, which - would otherwise have taken a different direction. Thus, we sec that
that branch of our nation’s industry has been sustained by the fostering protection of the
law until it has reached almost its mauhood, and become enabled to compete with foreign
nations.  And, sir, whilst I am firmly of opinion that the present standard of duties on cot-
ton and woollens is too high, I thunk Congress under obligation to the manufacturer, whom
its Jaws has induced to embark in the enterprise, to render the reduction of duties so gradu-
al as not to prove fatal to his interest. There is one circumstance, however, to be noticed
in estimating the value of factory stock in.the hands of its present possessor: when the
stock in the large companies was taken up, high inducements were held out to men with
small fortunes to subscribe to the whole amount of their surplus funds. This subscription
was, of course, ordered to be paid in. Afterwards asscasments became so frequent, that the
small capitalist wus compelled to meet his payments by forcing the sale of his stock at an
immense discount; thus giving to the wealthy stockholder the opportunity of purchasing it
at 2 depreciated price. And it is probable that .the present owners of stock in these com-
Ppanies, hold it at from 25 to 50 per cent. discount on the original cost.” This fa-t alone wouid
account for the high dividends made at these establishments. And, sir, T should be in-
clined to believe that this deprecintion in the stock was the only reason why the business
was 30 luerative, did not the strong commentaries upon the subject, furnished by the im-
mense continued investment of capital in this stock, and the invention of Isbor-saving ma-
chines, abundantly prove, to every unprejudiced mind, that the proprietors consider this
business more profitable than any ‘other in which they can enguge. Thus we see the effect
of protection on manufactures. :

Let us consider the effect of the present tariff on the agriculturists of the north.

1st, The effect has been to raise the price of foreign products, without enhanci g in the
same ratio, the vulu' of domestic produce. :

¢d, Tts effvct is to consume every article of home production in purchasing the produc-
tiois uf other countries at their present high prices.

“d, I would allude to the circumstance that the price of labor has increased to such an
extznt that the most rigid economist cannot til the }l)md by means of hired laborers, and ob-
tain € 1ouga produce from it to defray the expenses of cultivation. For, sir, it is & fuct of
common notoriety, that th: m .nufacturers of cotton and woollens are enabled to conduct their
business by paying wages to workmen which no other ousiness m the country will justify. Tae
effect of this lugh price of labor is to induce men and women to sbandon their isudable oc-
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cupations at home, to the detriment of their farms and households, and of that which is still
more valuable, their morals. And the effect of this system is 80 extensive, that it is with the
utmost difficulty the service of men can be obtained to cultivate the soil. The price which
the manufacturer affords being so mitch %reater than the farmer can possibly pay, that
young men consider themselves destitute of enterprise if they are content to drive the ox
or follow the plough.

Thus, it is obvious, that this state of things tends directly to degrade the many, who are
agriculturists, and elevate the few, who are manufacturers. Now, sir, if this discrepanc;
exists in our present tariff laws, some course should be taken by the Government, by whie
the agriculturist shall be relieved; by which an inducement shall be given to him that tills
. the soil, to bestow upon it labor and capital, which is indispensable to unfold the resources
of the country: and, sir, till such an experiment shall have its proper effect, the condition
of the agriculturist inust inevitably grow worse.

What, then, isto be done? It'is obvious that such a course of legislative enactment
should be pursued as will effect a reduction in the profits of manufacturing estabhshinents,
by which you will compel the owners of these corporations t: curtuil their expenses, and
reduce the price of labor at least 33 per cent. By this measure of the Government will be
brought into existence that state of harmony among the conflicting interests of the country
which the durability of the Union requires.

In connection with the subject of domestic industry, 1 would observe that the attention
of the public has, for some years past, heen directed to the rearing of white mulbery trees
for the support of silk worms: several large orchards und nurseries are already in progress
in this section of the country. The soil and climate are vell adapted to the cultivation of
the tree, and the silk produced is scarcely inferior to the French or Italian, and its produc.
tion promises to become an important branch of domestic industry. O one of thesc plan-
tations, I cun speak from personal experience: the. business was commenced in 1528, and
we have now several thousand: trees in 4 flourishing condition. I am «f opinion that very
little encouragement, on the part of Government, is necessary to the success of these experi-
ments, 1 sccompany this report with o sample of silk produced last season upon my plan-
tation at Dunbarton.

I annex such answers to your enquiries as I am able to furnish.

Most manufuctured articles are sold ata credit of six and nine months, without interest.

The cost of manufacturing ‘has decreased, since 1816, fifty per cent. in consequence of
the improvements in machinery, )

Household manufuctare has continued to decrease since 1824.

Five per cent. would be an average guarantee against losses by bad debts.

Comrhission paid to consignees on sales is about 2§ per cent.

In large establishments the operatives are employed every day 12 hours.

In tanneries, shoe shops, fullingmills, and hatter’s shops, one-tuird to lalf the year 1<
hours per day.

Price of labor paid by agriculturist 10 per month and board.

In cuie of the aband t of the busi of manufacturing, the greater part of the
pron-rty invested in that stock would be entirely lost, '

No salt iy produced in this State.

The wmagle tree has, in a few instances, been cultivated, and sugar and molasses produced,
but its production is not attended with profit, the article being consumed as a lusury ut home.

There i un incxhaustible iron mine at Franconis, in this State, situated 120 miles from
the sea; corseyueitly no duty can effect it. * The iron is sold in the viemity. Therefore.
Yyou perce‘ve tuat it is for our interest that the duty on iron, salt, and sugar, sbould be re.
Anced.  1also annex a synopsis of my report.
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Docouryt §5.—No. 34, —SPRINGFIELD.

The town of Springfield has no fucturing establishment, no clothier, no saddler,
no carding machine, no tanner, nor blacksmith that do any more business than for the
town 8 use. We have 2,894 sheep, averaging about 3 pounds of wool a head, and amount to.
8,502 pounds, of which half is manufaclured in our families, the other is sold and car-
ted to Boston, Massachusetts. ’

8prixcrreon, Maorch 28, 1832

Sin: The undersigned, agrecable to your request, having attended to the duty assigned
him, by your honor; in a degree, I hope. satisfactory to your honor. = As-we live on the ex-
treme height, between the Merrimack and the Connecticutrivers, we have no manufacturing
establishment in the town, and but little business of traffic carried on among us, more than our
own consumption, and, not being acquainted-with manufacturing establishments, and living so
far from the sea-board, you will readily perceive it must be difficult for me to give the in.
formation required, to.any considerable extent; but suffer your humble servant to suggest to
your honor, and to our members in Congress. the propricty of reducing the duties on all
articles of consumption which the farmer and mechanic must unnecessarily consume, so far
u8 to leave a surplus capital sufficient for the suppott of Govermment, {which I consider the
bestin the known worll) and this is safficient. This, I think 1 can speak with safety, for a
very large majority of my fellow citizens in this vicinity; therefure, why should we collect,
by our revenue, a huadred million of doliars, put it into the public chest, there lay for our
Congress to differ about, or lay it out for interual improvements in any one section of the
Union, drawing money frow the poorto enhance the rich? or why shculd the money be
collected, (as some sav) and then each State receive their share of the few dollars which
would remain? After going throngh so many Lands, it must be considerably diminished, It
always has been, and still is my opinien, that, in this enlightened age and especially
in our free form of Goverament, that the pockets of those thut carned the monéy are
the best repository for the same, The laboring class of people, when they have labored hard
all day for fifty cents, or one month for nine dollus, feel the worth of that money, and
want to know the spending of it, not put it tato the hands of any man or men whatever,
especially one that is willing that hard earnings should: be destroyed by sword, pestilence,
or famine, or any other scourge whatever. I think we have many men in our country, which
know nothing about the earmng of the money they have in their hands, nor do they know
or care any thing about the spending of it.” Such men as these I consider dangerous to
have the care of my hard earnings, or to control it in any way: Au old saying, “he that
knows the earning of money, knows the best how to take care of it.”

All which is most respectfully submitted, - B

By your most obedient and humble servant,
: JOHN QUIMBY.

‘To Hxxnr Starx, Esq.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FROM 13 TO 40.

13. Not exactly known, perhaps two per cent. 14. None to any considerable extent.
15, Perhaps twelve hours per day. 16. Three shillings per day, and nine dollars per
month, 17. Difficult to ascertain, perhaps twelve per cent. 18 Six per cent. 19, There
fas been an increase of manufactured articles generally the year past. 20. Not in my
power ta ascertain. 21. Have not the means of ascertaining 22, Do as above, 23,
Clothing and building is carried on in 2 considerable extent, but has decreased to con-
siderable extent, perhaps onefourth. 24 A small advance in imported articles, 25.
They do farming articles to  considerable extent. 26. Imported articles amount perhaps to
one-half that are consumed. 27. Difficult to ascertain. 28, In Muassachusetts and New
Hampshire, 29. Difficult for me to ascertain. 30. Principally for barter for beef, pork,
hides, lsmb’s tow, sailcloth, fustings, flannels, &c, ke. 31. This would not materially af-
fect us in this county. 32. Unknown to me. 33. Unknown. 34. I think they could,
35. In our county I think there could not be much difficulty 36. All things considered,
perhaps three per cent. 37. Appoint entire honest men for collectors, obtain sufficient
bonds for the discharge of their duty. 38. Not known. 39. Unknown tome. 40.
Unknown to me.

Al which is respectfully submitted,

By your most obedient and humblg servant
JOHN QUIMBY, Dep. Assis. Com.
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In addition to the forc§oing, 1 would submit a few facts. In the years 1513, 1814, 1815,

1816, 1817, land varied
&e. &e. &e. reduced it to the minimum,

rom 12 to 30 dollars per acre. Difficulties arising from the war,
Industry effected wonders, but the tariff of 1828

assisted the farmers effectually. ~Since that the price of land per acre has increased gradual-

ly from $18 to §58 per acre.

This arises from the market we have at home,

‘We are

350 miles from the seaboard, and the market of the farmier there would not be greater than

at home,

Rock Irox ‘Wonks, 16tk April, 1832,

Hence the increase of price per acre,

P. BENNER,

DocumexnTt 14.—No. 38.

Roland Curtin & Sons’, Eagle Iron Works, Centre County, West Pennsylvanic.

QUESTIONS.

ANSWERS.

1. State and county in which the manufac.
tory is situated?

2. Kind or description of the manufactory;
and whether water, steam, or other power!

3. When established; and whether a joint
stock concern?

4. Capital invested in ground and build-
ings, and water power, and in machinery?

7. Cause of the increase, (or decrease, as
the case may be,) of profit]

1. Bald Eagle valiey, county of Centre, and
State of Pennsyivania,

2. One forge, with six fires, one furnace,
and one roliing mill, now in operation, and
propelled by water power. We are con-
structing, and preparing to erect, another
furnace and forge on said Bald Eagle creek.

3. The above forge was in operation in
1811; the furnace in 1818; and the rollin
mill in 1850, 1 am now in partnership witﬁ
three of wmy sons, in the proceeds of said

" establishments. -

4. T own about thirty thousand acres of
Iand, a part whereof is very fertile, and well
improved and tenanted. A considerable por.
tion is composed of ridge and barren land,
calculated to supply iron works with timber
and iron ore. My head and tail races are
very Jong, for the purpose of procuring a
sufficiency of water power; and my dams
have been erected at a considerable expense.
There are upwards of sixty-two houses occus
pied by the workmen, besides four good and
substantial houses for myself, managers, and
clerks. I might, of course, calculate the
various plantations, the ore and wood tracts,
the buildings, the grist and saw mills, the
water power snd machinery, during the ex-
isting tariff; worth to me and family two hune
dred thousand dollars,

7. After the last war provision and store
goods decreased in price, and labor sunk ac-
cordingly, which enabled the iron-masters,
who survived the shock occasioned by the
reduction of the dities, to make a handsome
profit till 1828; then the rage of iron works
became so gresat, that provisions and labor
rose rapidly’in price, so that the greatest
economy and attention became requisite to
make much profit, particularly when the great
competition lowered the price of iron at
home, at Pittsburgh, and on the sea-board,
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DocuneNt 14.—No, 33—Continued.

QUESTIONS.

ANSWERS.

9. Amount of articles annually manufac-
tured since the establishment of the manu-
factory? Description, quality, and value of
each kind?

19.. Number of men, women, and children,
employed; and average wages of each class?

13. How many hours a day employed; and
what portion of the year?

15. Number of horses or other animals
employed?
716, Whether the manufactures find a mar-
ket at the manufactory? If not, how far they
are sent to a market?

17. Whether foreign articles of the like
kinds enter into competition with them at
such place of sale; and to what extent?

20. ‘Whether the manufacture is sold by
the manufacturer for cash? and, if on credit,
at what credit? if bartered, for what?

23. What rate of duty is necessary to ena-
ble the manufacturer to enter into competi-
tion in the home market ,with similar articles
imported?

9. From 1811 to 1828, I sold hammered
iron in Pittsburgh from $150 to §220 per ton;
but has lately been reduced to $110,  In Bal-
timore I sold iron, in 1828, for $105 per ton;
and have since sold some for $80-—in conse-
quence, I presume, of - the:great competition
occasioned by the erection and: renewal of
several other: iron works, lately put into
operation in this -and other States by enter-
prising individuals, who had placed implicit
confidence in the stability and permanency of
our Jaws,

12. During the winter we employ, of late
years, about 100 wood choppers, at 40 cents
per cord; and during the spring, summer and
fall, some of the said choppers are employed
in coaling and hauling wood and leaves. At
the works now in operation we employ about
75 hands, besides a considerable number now.
engaged at the new works. The wages of
said seventy-five men might be averaged at
$250 annually. We do not employ any wo-
men, except in the boarding houses.

13. At the forge they generally work by
the job. At the furnace and rolling mill
some are bound to perform their respective
undertakings; and the monthly hands gene-
rally work during the whole day, except at
meal hours,

15. We use, for various purposes, 69 horses
and 4 yoke of oxen.

16. 'We do not sell the sixth part of our
iron at the works, and are therefore forced
to forward same to Pittsburgh, and the great-
er part by water to Philadelphia, to Balti-
more, and to New York.

17. I deem it superfiuous to remark, that
our iron on the sea-board must meet with too
much competition; and I am appreliensive
that our railroads and canals will enable
foreigners to pester us with the sales of our
iron in our own vicinity. But time will de-
velop to what extent we might be thereby
injured.

20. 1 had formerly purchased a considera-
ble portion of my necessaries for bar iron and
for castings; but the great increase of iron
works has materially curtailed that advantage,
Our iron on the sea-board is generally sold
on a credit of six, nine, and twelve months.

23. I am of the opinion, that the actual
rate of duty is low enough to enable us to
compete with the foreign iron, particularly
when we are obliged to conduct our works
in a mountainous and newly settled country,,
where the farmers are not able to meet at
present, the immense consumption required
by the many works now in operation. But
if Congress will be inclined to continue the
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Documexr 14.—No. 33—Continued.

QUESTIONS.

ANSWERS,

24, 1s any chsnge necessary in levying or
collecting the duty on such articles to pre.
vent fraud?

25, What has been the rate of your profits,
annuslly, for the last three years? and, if it
be a joint stock company, what dividends
have been received, and what poition of the
income of the company has been converted
into fixed capitzl, or retained as a fund for
contingent or other objects, and therefore
not divided out annually?

27. What amount.of the agricultural pro-
ductions of the country is consumed in:your
establishment, and what amount of other do-
mestic productions?

29. If the duty upon the foreign manufac-
ture of the kind of. goods which you make
were reduced to 123 per cent., with a cor-
responding redugtion on all the imports,
would it cause you to abandon your business,
or would you continue to manufagture at re-
duced prices?

present duties for ten years longer, the iron
masters would then disregard all competition
from abroad; for during that time they would
become more versed: in the knowledge of
Jabor-saving machinery; more stone coal
banks would' be' discovered; the. canals and
railroads would be fully completed; the fer-
tile.part of the country would. be more im-
proved; the population would become more
dense; and labor and provisions would be
more easily procured, and at a much cheaper
ra

te.

24, If the importers of railroad iron could
be obliged to pay thefull duty on all the rail-
‘road iron imported; in that case our Govern-
ment, at the end of each year, should reim-
burse to all the railroad compames the whele
duty on all the iron actually consumed in the
construction of their respective railroads
during said year. This course would, in my
humble opinion, do justice to all parties, and
check the imposition practised by designing
men.

25, By the aid of our rolting mill, we manu-
factured, last year, 625 tons. Our profits
amounted to above six thousand dollars; but
during the two preceding years, collectively,
we hammered and rolled sbout 665 tons; and
our profits in said two years (in consequence
of failures in some of our customers,) did
not amount to quite $8,000. We made no
dividend, for we purchased property for the
new establishments.

27. We consume 6,000 bushels of rye and
corn; 4,500 bushels.of wheat; about 100,000
weight of beef and pork; about 200-tons of
hay; from 12 to 15,000 bundles of straw;
and 1,000 bushels of oats and buckwheat;
and foreign and domestic store goods to up-
wards of $20,000.

29. 1am at a loss to ascertain how the Go-
vernment can reduce the importation of iron
at so many different sea ports without check-
ing it by a heavy duty; and I do, therefore,
feel confident that I would be annually sink-
ing money, under a protection of 124 per
cent. If the General Government, or some
file leader of the anti-tariffists, would pur-
chase my property at a fair valuation, I would,
in that case, cheerfully undertake merchan.
dising, and enjoy thereat. the sweets of life,
and at the same time educate my family, and
clear more money with the capital vested
sn those works; but a repeal of the duty on
iron, without & sale, completely nullifies the
capital, for the property is generally calcu-
lated for iron worlks, and would then become
no object to any man of business. Those,
however, who own a good ore bank, and
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Docunzxr 14.~No. 33.—Continved.

QUESTIONS.

ANSWERS.

plenty of wood contignous to their works,
will be able to escape the shipwreck, and
afterwards become wealthy; for the competi-
tion at home then will he done away by the
destruction of forge owners, and even of
those who. have small capitals, and have-to
haul their wood and ore too far. Permit me
now, in conclusion, to state that Congvess;
during the last war, doubled the duties on all
foreign imports, and encouraged the citizens
to commence manufacturing, by declarations
on the floor of Congress-that the duties
should be continued; but, to their astonish-
ment, the duties were repealed immediately
after the war, and the country so much inun-
dated with foreign goods, that the maniifac-
turers, who had, unfortunately, confided in
the stability of the Government, became
bankrupts. After the lapse of a few years
another Congress experienced the necessity
of a protective system, and passed a new
tariff act on a larger scale; but the manufic-
tories, during the war, passed by sheriff sales
into ‘the hands of a more fortunate set of
men, and some of the original owners and
families are to this day employed through the
country to earn a pittance by the sweat of
their brows. Are the present members of
Congress preparing for the same game? I
hope not, but am nevertheless apprehensive
of the result of their proceedings this session,

Eaers Inox Woxnxs, April 18, 1832,

ROLAND CURTIN, for
ROLAND CURTIN & SONS.




