HOW TO CITE ARISTOTLE
Background: Why Bekker numbers? In 1831, the German scholar Immanuel Bekker published the most
authoritative edition yet of Aristotle’s surviving works in Greek. This edition was in two volumes with
continuous pagination (pp. 1-789 in volume 1 were continued by pp. 791-1462 in volume 2). On each page, the
Greek text was laid out in two columns. Between the columns line numbers were printed: 5, 10, 15, etc.
“Bekker numbers”—reference to the text by the page number, column (“a” or “b”), and line number of the
Bekker edition—became standard for subsequent scholars and students. Because these numbers are printed in
every modern Greek edition and in different translations of Aristotle’s work, they enable precise reference to
Aristotle, even for someone using a different edition. (Similar standard schemes of numeration exist for most
classical authors.) This is why the page numbers of your textbook are not the appropriate form of reference.
Before Bekker, there was already a longstanding traditional division of Aristotle’s works into books and chapters.
Bekker retained these divisions, and we continue to use them as well (they are more natural, if less precise).

Two examples of correct citations
(A) “If any person thinks the examination of the rest of the animal kingdom an unworthy task, he
must hold in like disesteem the study of man. For no one can look at the primordia of the
human frame—blood, flesh, bones, vessels, and the like—without much repugnance” (Arist. PA
I.5, 645a27-30, trans. Ogle).
Compare how this passage appears on p. 657 of The Basic Works of Aristotle. Let’s look carefully at each
part of the reference:

Arist. PA I.5, 645a27-30, trans. Ogle
(1) author abbreviation, (2) work abbreviation, (3) book and chapter reference, (4) Bekker numbers, (5) translator’s name

1. If you are referring to primary texts by several authors, you need to indicate the author first. In this
course, you will usually not need this, because you will have already made it clear that you are
writing about what Aristotle says in his texts!
2. The abbreviation of the title is italicized (because it’s a book title). The abbreviations for the works
read in this course are: Met. (Metaphysics), EN (Ethica Nicomachea, the Latin name of Nicomachean
Ethics), Phys. (Physics), PA (Parts of Animals), Pol. (Politics), DA (De Anima, the Latin name of On
the Soul), and Rhet. (Rhetoric). This can sometimes be omitted after the first reference if it is very
clear you continue to discuss only the single work.
3. Roman numeral for book number and Arabic numeral for chapter number, separated by a period.
4. Bekker numbers, with no spaces.
5. Translator’s name (found on the work’s title page, in this case p. 641). This can be omitted after
the first reference to the work.
(B) Aristotle thus says that “a half glimpse of persons that we love is more delightful than a leisurely
view of other things, whatever their numbers and dimensions” (PA I.5, 644b35-645a1).

