CLAC survey – Computer Literacy and literacy courses. May 1999

The following are comments given as part of the responses:

The questions:

1. 
Does your college have a general computer-literacy requirement?

2. 
Does your computer science department (or program) offer an introductory course for non-majors that does not teach programming?

3. 
Does your computer science department or program offer an introductory course for non-majors that does teach programming as part of the course?

Question #1

Colorado Clg:
No. We also don't have a computer science department, per se.  The CS courses 

are taught by the Math department, and students can get a Math major with emphasis in computing.

Gettysburg:
No, our faculty just investigated this issue in the fall of 98 and decided against it.

Macalester:
Not literally. Our Statement of Purpose and Belief says: " .....Students should develop the ability to use information and comunication resources effectively, be adept at critical, analytical and logical thinking, and express themselves well in both oral and written forms......" The whole Statement actualizes our one sentence Mission.

Sewanee, Univ of the South:



No, but our accrediting agency, SACS, requires that our graduates are competent in the use of computers.

Trinity Univ.
Yes.  http://www.trinity.edu/departments/registrar/degreq98.htm#III. Foreign Language, Computer and Mathematical Skills

Question #2

Albion:

No.  CSci 151, Survey of Computing (http://www.albion.edu/fac/math/cpirses.htm#cs151) has three strands: applications, history and social impact of computing, and beginning programming.

Bowdoin:
No, but there is a First Year interdisciplinary seminar that does have a CS/technology component.

Bucknell:
They used to do so for all Management majors (required).

Gettysburg:
Yes, sort of.  The introductory class does have some programming.

Kenyon:

NO - no CS program at all

Lafayette:
Nominally yes, but the course listed in the catalog has not been taught for some time, and were it taught, it would not fulfill any of the requirements for the Common Course of Study.

Macalester:
Yes, Comp 15, Introduction ot Computing and Its Applications is a non-majors course that serves as an introduction to the principles of computer science including some of the basics of computer architecture, storage and retrieval issues, algorithmic approaches, but it does not teach

programming.

Middlebury:
YES

CX 103 Introduction to Computers (Fall, Spring)

An introduction to computing for those interested in acquiring a broad-based

understanding of computer science, as well as some elementary computer

literacy. The course will cover topics such as function and organization of

a computer, social issues in computing, and basic programming concepts. We

will also look at some contemporary uses of computers in society. Open to

sophomores and first-year students. Juniors and seniors may take the course

by waiver only.

Mills:

yes, mcs62 contemporary computing

Occidental:
No CS Department

Skidmore:
yes.  it uses applications such as Excel to teach the concepts of programming

and information organization without doing a formal programming language.

Trinity Univ
Yes.  http://www.trinity.edu/departments/registrar/crs98idx.htm

1301 Great Ideas in Computer Science

Introduction to computer science topics for students majoring in disciplines

other than computer science. Topics include computer organization, computer

arithmetic, computer circuits, algorithms, data structures, programming

methodology, software engineering, language translation, program execution

time, computer networks, parallel computation, computability and artificial

intelligence. Impact of computer science on modern society.

Prerequisite: None. Must be taken concurrently with CSCI 1101.

Wellesley:
Yes, we teach a .5 unit course which is for CS credit called Introduction  to Internet Research and Resources.  It is a collaborative effort between  CS and Information Services and involves several guest lecturers from  Information Services including application support specialists, 

instructional technology specialists, and research librarians. 

CS100 is an introduction to the computers and the World Wide Web. Students

learn to search, access, and critically evaluate

information available on the Internet. Topics include an                   

exploration of copyright, privacy, and security issues of digital

data and electronic communications, together with

the basic computer science underpinning of these issues.                   

Students use HTML and other authoring tools to maintain a

web-published portfolio of their Internet

research.  Student portfolios include research papers with citations in 

proper APA format, a web formatted personal resume, original graphics, and

simple animations .  They learn the basics of html and use an html editor

to create their portfolio.  All assignments are submitted electronically 

using "FirstClass" groupware (http://www.softarc.com/homepage.shtml) 

and the threaded electronic conferences are used for rigorous online class 

discussions on censorship, copyright , and equal access.  

The course is taught as a once a week demonstration with no hands on 

component.  Students are expected to use their own networked computers, 

dorm computers, or public labs for the assignments.  In order to offer the 

assistance needed at the level appropriate for each student a team of 

studnet tutors offer one on one tutoring for class members on any computing 

help that is needed.

For more information on the course see: 

             http://www.wellesley.edu/ITS/Porr/cs100/

Williams:
*** At Williams all courses are open to non-majors as long as pre-reqs are taken care of. Introductory courses in CS to tend to involve programming. Two that don't can be found here:

http://www.williams.edu/admin-depts/registrar/catalog/depts/csci/csci109.html

http://www.williams.edu/admin-depts/registrar/catalog/depts/csci/csci105.html

Question #3

Albion:

Yes, CSci151

Colorado Clg:
Natural Science 121 - Introduction to Digital Computing.  It has been taught in

 several ways.  One way was to use spread sheets, doing programming with macros.

Franklin and Marshall:



Yes.  Our CPS program is a Minor only.

Gettysburg:
As above

Macalester:
Yes, Comp 20, Introduction to Scientific Programming is a non-majors course designed to give those, especially in the natural sciences, the programming tools they need for their majors.

Middlebury:
No courses specifically geared or limited to non-majors.  Non-majors  take a number of introductory CX courses, alongside future majors (people here don't declare majors until end of sophomore year).

Mills:

yes, mcs63 introduction to computer science

Occidental:
Math department teaches a non-majors course that teaches programming (most years).

Reed:

We don't have computer science, except for some classes taught in the math

department.  I think most of them have a programming component.

Smith:

Notes:  Smith offers only one course for non-majors (but for two semesters). Programming is a topic covered in the literacy course, but I wouldn't say that the students learn to program or get much more than a feel for what programming is.  The catalog says, "This is not a programming course, but students will write a few small programs."

Trinity Univ
Yes (3).

1302 Introduction to Computing: Business Applications

An introduction to computers and programming with special emphasis on

applications for nonscientists, including business and data processing.

Introduction to programming in BASIC. Applications packages including

spreadsheet, database and word processing. Computer solution of several

business and data processing applications and interpretation of results. No

credit after completion of CSCI 1303 or 1304.

Prerequisite: None.

1303 Introduction to Computing for Scientists

An introduction to computers and programming with special emphasis on

applications in the sciences and mathematics. Programming in a high level

programming language. Computer solution of several science and mathematics

applications and interpretation of results. No credit after completion of

CSCI 1302 or 1304.

Prerequisite: None.

1304 Computers and Society

An examination of the impact of computer technology on issues of society and

culture. The course will contain three components: an introduction to

software and hardware concepts, an introduction to programming in a high

level programming language, and discussions of the various uses of computers

in our society. The discussions will focus on how these uses have impacted

our society and its values. No credit after completion of CSCI 1302 or 1303

Prerequisite: None.

Wabash:

Yes - CS 1 is for everyone. We don't have a major only a minor.

Washington and Lee:



Yes (but NOT computer literacy).

Wellesley:
In addition to CS100, the CS department offers a course called CS110:  Computers and the Internet.  It is a full credit course which also counts  as a science distribution credit.  It is very popular and is intended for nonmajors.

This course uses the Internet as a domain to explore 

funamental concepts in computer science. You will learn the science 

and art of computer programming by designing and implementing 

a site for the World Wide Web using HTML, JavaScript, Java

applets, and various web publishing tools.

For more information see:

             http://nike.wellesley.edu/~cs110/

Williams:
*** Yes, although not specifically for non-majors.

http://www.williams.edu/admin-depts/registrar/catalog/depts/csci/csci134.html

