From: Janet Anderson <andersoj@union.edu

First course: Number________________ Title________________

                Chem. 152 Physical Chemistry II

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when

 they started the course?

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the

 desired technical skills?

a.  word processing             100%

b.  Excel (including plotting)  100% (I taught this in Chem. 150)

c.  e-mail                      100%

d.  using web to locate information     100% (links are provided on Chem.

150 web pages)

e.  introduction to Mathematica         40% (I did a brief intro in Chem. 150)

f.  using web to download homework answers and old exams        100%

g.  using web to download Mathematic notebooks                  40%

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

In addition to above,

a.  ability to alter Mathematica notebooks to do a graded problem

     assignment (4 problem sets, many office hours).  Students are not

     expected to write notebooks "from scratch."

b.  reasonable facility with MacSpartan, a computational chemistry

     program on the Macs and with Spartan, a similar program on the

     unix-based SGI's in the department.  4 laboratory assignments,

     starting out with simple calculations done by a group and

     ending with an individual assignment which is fairly complicated.

X-Sender: salvoj@idol.union.edu

Date: Thu, 11 May 2000 10:52:55 -0400

First course: Number__Bio 180______________ Title__Biochemistry______

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when 

they started the course?

ability to access e-mail and web, use word processing program, basic 

graphing program (cricket graph, excel)

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the 

desired technical skills?

at this point, they have these skills

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when 

they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

how to use a bioinformatics program (that's the new cool name) to manage 

DNA sequence information, plan/design a small cloning project, use the 

program to design efective analysis/screening tools, get on the web to 

search for like genes, etc. (this last part will be new this year, so less 

planned) I amy have them incorporate some ionto a web-based presentation 

to illustrate their findings (this allows animation). I have had them use 

Power point with Chime or RasMol in their presentations in the past. May 

also try a forum, some on-line assignements as time permits. messages are 

sent to them via and e-mail list (voluntary signup)

Second course: Number___Bio 25_______ Title__Mol Bio of the Cell______

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when 

they started the course?

ability to access e-mail, web and word processor program

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the 

desired technical skills?

most, but some will not do it

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when 

they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

I send most announcements via e-mail so students have a reason to sign in. 

I will try to set up a forum and some on-line pre-assessment assignements 

this year. We have also added a bioinformatics component to the lab which 

we hope to implement this coming year as well (we have Lasergene software 

supplied to us gratis)

Comments:

There are so many things to try! I will try to set up a few this summer 

and see how it goes. I do like having the students design even basic web 

pages or do PP presentaitons, but the access to the programs has been les 

than ideal in the past. I think it is better now, but need to check before 

I make any assignments! Jill

--

From: Melinda Goldner <goldnerm@union.edu

First course: Number:  Sociology 132-01   Title:  Public Health Care

Policy

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when

they started the course?

word processing, researching online (J Stor, Proquest, etc.)

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the

desired technical skills?

99%

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when

they finish your course? Indicate how the

students acquire these skills.

same as above; will refine these skills through a research paper and

debate

Second course: Number  Sociology 51-01  Title:  Race, Class and Gender

in American Society

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when

they started the course?

word processing, researching online (J Stor, Proquest, etc.), finding

websites

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the

desired technical skills?

99%

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when

they finish your course? Indicate how the

students acquire these skills.

same as above - will refine these skills through a research paper that

includes a review of the literature and relevant websites

Received: from localhost (schmidsj@localhost)

From: Stephen Schmidt <schmidsj@union.edu

 First course: Number__Eco 41______________ Title__Micro

Analysis______________

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when

 they started the course?

None 

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the

 desired technical skills?

All 

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when

 they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills. 

None 

 Second course: Number___Eco 141_____________ Title___Game

Theory_____________

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when

 they started the course?

Word processing, to write papers

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the

 desired technical skills?

All 

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when

 they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these 

 skills.

No new ones. Some get shown how to use the spellchecker (grr) in

my office if that's needed.

 Comments: 

If I were teaching econometrics this term I'd have submitted

a much longer answer  ;) 

Stephen Schmidt

Economics

From: "J. Douglass Klein" <kleind@union.edu

First course: Number________________ Title________________

Economics 24 -- Competing Philosophies in US Economic Policy

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

Use a word processor (for papers)

Use e-mail

Use a web-browser - to find course materials, for research; use online

primary sources

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?

I assume, 100%

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills. 

Better online researchers -- I (with help of Library staff) prepare online

research guide

Second course: Number________________ Title________________

Eco. 33  American Industry and Public Policy

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

same as above; some knowledge of spreadsheets helpful

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?

I assume 100%.  I really don't know if they use spreadsheets or not

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

I give them a quick introduction to Eviews to do a bit of data analysis

although

do not require this.  Probably don't spend more than 10 min on this

I use Excel in presentations, and suggest they use it for HW, but do not 

require it.  really don't know how many do.  (It has been 3 yrs. since I

last offered this course).

Received: from wondrak.arts.union.edu (wondrak.arts.union.edu [149.106.54.11])

From: Kelli Wondra <wondrak@union.edu

First course: Number___ATH 012

Title Beginning Acting

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

Minimal word processing skills.(Wordperfect, Word)

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills? 50%

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

Since the acting class requires little by way of technical knowledge, I

really only expect that they will continue to improve their word processing

skills.

Second course: Number   ATH 020

Title  Theatre History

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

I expect them to have master of either Word or Wordperfect so that they are

able to meet all MLA formatting requirements. Additionally, they are

encouraged to learn to use any program or application which will allow them

to scan or download images, charts, etc. for use within their research

projects.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills? 20%

Based on the papers I've seen thus far for this class, these kids aren't

able to figure out how to use either Word or Wordperfect to accomodate the

style requirements for their assignments.

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

I expect that over the series of paper assignments in the class, they will

become proficient at utilizing any word processing program to accommodate

any citation formula. Paper writing is the core of many liberal arts

classes. With this in mind, I feel that it should be obvious to the student

that the burden to learn these programs or applications is UP TO THEM. 

From: Peter Tobiessen <tobiessp@union.edu

First course: Number__Bio 12, 128______________ Title__Intro Bio, Aquatic Bio

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?


Word processing, Excell graphing and stats

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?


All word processing, most excell, but few computer stats

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.


Mostly trhat same as they went in with; I don't teach them these skills

Received: from Teresa (meadet.history.union.edu [149.106.46.43])

First course: Number___62_____________ Title_REform and REvolution in

Latin America_______________

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?  Typing, some web knowledge, internet

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?  All

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills. 

  More use of web, but specifically to be able to differentiate the

"garbage"on the web from the real docuements and verifiable sources.

Second course: Number___64_____________ Title_History LA Women_______________

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?  Typing, some web, use of library electronic sources

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?  All had typing and web, use of the library resources is

weak

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

 More use of electronic sources from library

Comments: 

My suggestion is that there needs to be a way, in all precept classes and

among all Freshmen that they learn the library sources and get comfortable

looking up book, articles, reading newspapers and getting the real research

material that is there.  I want them to use the good library resources, and

not just click Yahoo! for the thirty second sound bite on their topic.

After being shown the electronic sources, then there has to be a way to

make them practice it and get comfortable with these sources that are not

just web stuff.

From: Ted Gilman <gilmant@union.edu

First course: Number_PS 12_ Title_Intro to Int'l. Politics_

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course? 


Email, word processing, and www surfing only.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills? 


Almost 100%

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills. 


No additional skills required.

Second course: Number PS 44 Title_Japan: Conflict & Consensus_

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?


Email, word processing, and www surfing only.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?


100%.

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.


No additional skills required.

Comments: 


This is a fairly low-tech term for my students.  They only need


to consume (rather than produce) tech materials.

From: Tom Jewell <jewellt@union.edu

Subject: Re: Faculty survey 

First course: Number______CE33______ Title__Fluid Mechanics________

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

1.
Word Processing Proficiency up through equation editing and graph and

drawing importation. 

2.
Basic spreadsheet competency.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?

1.
90%

2.
100%

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills. 

Working knowledge of TK Solver equation solver. I give them a handbook that

I developed. We go through three tutorials, then use the software to

analyze lab data, illustrate examples in class, do homework problems, and

solve problems on quizzes.

Second course: Number____CE151_______ Title___Hydraulics________

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

Where they left off in CE33, which is a prerequisite.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?

100%

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

Further proficiency in TK SOlver by using it in many class exercises and

design problems. 

Use of Watercad to design water distribution systems. I go through an

example with the students, then they take it from there.

From: Michael Frame <framem@union.edu

First course: Number Math 56 Title Geometry of Nature

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they started the course?

Web use, word processing, basic computer mechanics (mouse use, menus, scroll bars, etc.)

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired technical skills?

All had these skills.

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they finish your course? Indicate how the 

students acquire these skills.

Some proficiency with the specialized courseware I developed, and with Geometer's SketchPad.  Also, some ability to separate wheat from chaff on the web.

For the first, we do in-class explorations and exercises, and the homework requires software use.  

For the second, we have discussions about detecting reliable websites, and I give examples of bad sites.

Second course: Number Math 111 Title Artificial Life

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they started the course?

Basic computer mechanics, and some sophistication about using and interpreting results from software.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired technical skills?

All had these skills.

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they finish your course? Indicate how the 

students acquire these  skills.

Some familiarity with Mathematica programming, and with running ALife software from the Santa Fe Institute 

website.  Students gain familiarity through class exercises, homework, and a course project.  Some, but not all, of the 

projects involve programming (in Pascal, C++, and Java).

Third course: Number Math 134 Title Differential Equations

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they started the course?

Basic computer mechanics, and some sophistication about using and interpreting results from software.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired technical skills?

All had these skills.

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they finish your course? Indicate how the 

students acquire these  skills.

Some familiarity with Mathematica programming, and with using the Mathematica notebook VisualDSolve.  Students gain familiarity through class exercises, homework, and a course project.  

From: Bruce Reynolds <reynoldb@union.edu

Subject: survey


I expect every student in my courses to be able to send and receive e-mail

messages, to log onto my home page and take quizzes on-line there, and to

be able to do resarch on the WEb.  


As far as I can tell, all my students have those skills.  I have no idea

how they acquire them!


HOpe this helps.  Bruce

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills. 

From: Harry Marten <martenh@union.edu

Subject: Re: Faculty survey

 First course: Number_Egl.21_______________ Title Major English Authors

III________________

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course? wordprocessing on a pc; ability to use the internet

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills? all, as far as I know

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

 the same ones -- parts of writing assignments, email, the possibility of

internet research

 Second course: Number Egl. 70________________ Title Contemporary British

Fiction________________

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course? to know hoow to wordprocess on a pc; to be able to use

email and the net

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills? All

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

 the same as above; the applied the skills in writing ssignments,

occasional email conversations, some research on the net

From: Teresa Meade <meadet@union.edu

Subject: Re: Faculty survey

Cc: kleind@union.edu

 First course: Number___62_____________ Title_REform and REvolution in

Latin America_______________

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course?  Typing, some web knowledge, internet

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills?  All

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

   More use of web, but specifically to be able to differentiate the

"garbage"on the web from the real docuements and verifiable sources.

 Second course: Number___64_____________ Title_History LA 

 Women_______________

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course?  Typing, some web, use of library electronic sources

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills?  All had typing and web, use of the library resources is

weak

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

  More use of electronic sources from library

 Comments:

 My suggestion is that there needs to be a way, in all precept classes and

among all Freshmen that they learn the library sources and get comfortable

looking up book, articles, reading newspapers and getting the real research

material that is there.  I want them to use the good library resources, and

not just click Yahoo! for the thirty second sound bite on their topic.

After being shown the electronic sources, then there has to be a way to

make them practice it and get comfortable with these sources that are not

just web stuff.

 Reminder:  Please return to Doug Klein at kleind@union.edu by Friday, May

 18. (We'd prefer that you reply electronically, but you may send a paper

 copy through campus mail.)

From: David Hannay &lt;Hannay@union.edu&gt; 

Subject: Re: Faculty survey  

First course: Number___CSc-10____ Title_Computers &amp; Computing_____

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they started the course?  

email, word processing  

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired technical skills?

virtually all  

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they finish your course?

Indicate how the students acquire these skills.  

spreadsheets, web pages, data bases, Visual BASIC 

lectures, in-class exercises, homework  

From: "G. Gmelch" <gmelchg@union.edu

Subject: Re: Faculty survey

At 10:31 AM 05/11/2000 -0400, you wrote:

 First course: Number ant 10, ant 44, anth 45 Title_Intro to cultural

anthro; urban anthro; and sport, society and culture

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course?

  none, though it certinalhelps to be able to do work processing

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills?

 I think nearly all.

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

 Second course: Number_anth 63, 100, 190 Title Barbados Field Program

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course?

 word processing.  they must bring a laptop computer to the field

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills?

 100%

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

 no change

From: Thora Girke <girket@union.edu

Subject: 

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

X-UIDL: 0ad9fe025c5b053ebb7be131452f3dff

As a sort of supplement to your computer literacy survey, I want to mention

that about 50-70% of the work of the English Department grants has become

computer related.  Grants do the following: 1) word processing and printing

 2) Computer research using the library-sponsored sites  3) Searching the

internet for specific information.  Even freshmen now have a basic

knowledge of computers.  But we also pool our information.  What one

doesn't know, usually someone else will, or someone will be able to figure

out how to do the task.  If not, we ask someone: we are deeply indebted to

the library staff for their suggestions and help.  We also depend on the

computer-knowledgeable professors in the building.  We don't always do the

job as fast as experts, but there has seldom been a time when we haven't

completed a task.  I think the grants have learned to think for themselves

and to work out problems, both together and by themselves.

From: "Jordan Smith" <smithj@union.edu

To: <kleind@union.edu

 First course: Number____Eng 14___________ Title_Creative Writing 

  2______  

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to 

  have when they started the course?   

   Basic word processing.  

2. Approximately what percentage of 

  students in your course had the desired technical skills?   

   All.  

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to 

  have when they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these 

  skills.   

   The course is not intended to develop technical skills (other than 

  literary ones, that is.)  

Second course: Number______Eng 16__________ 

  Title_Advanced Poetry Workshop_______________  

1. What types of 

  technical skills did you expect students to have when they started the 

  course? 

   Basic word processing.  

2. Approximately what percentage of 

  students in your course had the desired technical skills? 

   All.  

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to 

  have when they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these 

  skills.  

   Not applicable to this course.  

Comments:  

   Recently I have found myself talking about how you might use word 

  processing as a revision tool.

From: Clifford Brown  ownc@union.edu

Subject: Re: Faculty survey

 First course: Number________________ Title________________

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course?

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills?

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

 Second course: Number________________ Title________________

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course?

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills?

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

 Comments:

 Reminder:  Please return to Doug Klein at kleind@union.edu by Friday, May

 18. (We'd prefer that you reply electronically, but you may send a paper

 copy through campus mail.)

  Dear Diane,

         Basically, I require no technical skills in my classes other than the

ability to produce typescript for term papers -- which can be done on a

typewriter.  Beyond that, pencil and paper and the ability to read books --

and to think -- are all that I require.

                                 Cliff Brown

From: "A.T.Miller" <atmiller@union.edu

Subject: Re: Faculty survey 

First course: Number History 074, East African Language, Culture, Society

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

Ability to use Swahili Dictionary on line, use East African news web

services, basic word processing

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?

I think they all do

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills. 

Better facility with language resources in the internet

Second course: NumberHistory 078_____ Title__Classical Africa

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

Word processing and web info-search, presentation skills optional

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?

all, I think

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

ability to use web sites and powerpoint to make class presentations

Comments: 

So far, the students have been doing a good job of using web resources

together with edited library sources

Reminder:  Please return to Doug Klein at kleind@union.edu by Friday, May

18. (We'd prefer that you reply electronically, but you may send a paper

copy through campus mail.)

Received: from Davismanna@aol.com

First course: Number GMI200 Title : Managing Ethically in a Global Environment

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when  they started the course?

 Word processing, Basic internet navigation

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the  desired technical skills?

 100%

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when  they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills. 

Improved word processing skills.  Students asked to write memos.  All spelling and grammar is corrected by me.  If needed, I'll explain how their editing can be helped by using package tools.

Intermediate presentation package skills.  Students asked to give three presentations using Power Point.  I give training labs to students who are unfamiliar with the package, have furnished a brief "how to" manual, suggest attendance at OCS classes, and demonstrate both basic and advanced techniques within the way that I present class material.  Within student presentations, I may ask a student to explain how and why they designed the presentation as 

he or she did so that the students have the opportunity to learn from one another.

Intermediate web site development skills.  Students are asked to develop a web site (using Front Page) as a means to communicate a message that is relevant to class content.  Students acquire these skills in much the same way as detailed above.  Also, Dave Gerhan has been a wonderful resource for the students.  He has made a web site that organizes resources that the students may choose to use in developing their own site.  He shows the students the site and walks them through the many ways that it can be used.  This is done in a lab outside of class time.

 Second course: Number HSS225 Title Health Care Marketing and Planning 

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they started the course?

Word processing, internet research, presentation packages.

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired technical skills?

 100% - they all have taken GMI200 prior to this course.

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

In this course, skills in internet research are refined - this is the real "growth" area.  I use examples of web sites to demonstrate class concepts; for example, distribution strategies that are used by the Mayo clinic are clearly presented on the Mayo site.  Based on the final project chosen, students may need to access on-line census information, economic outlooks, examples of how the internet is used to support fundraising efforts of health care organizations, etc.

From: Chris Duncan <duncanc@union.edu

Subject: skills survey

X-UIDL: 62a45e002adae446cec0508ac91301dc

Doug: I don't expect students to have any particular computer skills, and I

don't teach them any.

Chris

Chris Duncan

From: Kurt Hollocher <hollochk@union.edu

First course: Number: GEO-10   Title: Physical Geology

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they started the course?

Ability to find and read web pages, ability to use and print from a word processor.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired technical skills?

As far as I can tell, all of them.

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

I expect them to learn no additional computer skills, though, through comments on their writing, I do expect them to be better writers and proof readers.

Second course: Number: GEO-20   Title: Mineralogy

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they started the course?

Ability to find and read web pages.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired technical skills?

All of them, as far as I can tell.

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

Ability to find and read web pages, manipulate sophisticated web page content such as rotatable crystal and atomic structure models.  They are also expected to be able to use the software that controls the X-ray diffraction machine.

Third course: Number: GEO-50   Title: Petrology

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they started the course?

Ability to find and read web pages, use and print from a word processor, basic ability to use a spreadsheet.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired technical skills?

All apparently have web and word processor familiarity.  Most claim, but few actually have, ability to use spreadsheets beyond typing numbers into a form.

3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

Ability to set up a PowerPoint presentation (two 20 minute presentations).

This generally involves some scanning, cutting and pasting, and use of

design graphics (e.g., Designer).  Also, the ability to set up a simple

data table, plot as a graph the table, and then paste additional data sets

and annotate the resulting graph.

Fourth course: Number: GEO-130   Title: Geochemistry

1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

started the course?

Ability to find and read web pages, use and print from a word processor,

basic ability to use a spreadsheet.

2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

technical skills?

All apparently have web and word processor familiarity.  Most claim, but

few actually have, ability to use spreadsheets beyond typing numbers into a

form.

4. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

Ability to do basic statistical analysis of an analytical data set,

substantial ability to set up fairly sophisticated mathematical models on a

spreadsheet, and to appropriately graph and present results.

Comments: 

My computer-oriented experiences and requirements have been evolving

slowly, and have generally been limited by student ability and background.

Generally the software and computers run fine.

This year, the first year I have had students use Powerpoint for a set of

technical presentations, we have had serious problems with that software.

Fully 1/3 of our students have run into serious problems in which their

presentations would variously load normally, load slowly, crash

immediately, or crash part way through a presentation.  The reasons for

different behavior for the same presentation, frequently on the same

computer, were never clear to me.  We tried all kinds of fixes, including

saving into other formats, which did not help.  This was a problem in

Petrology and in the Steinmetz Symposium.  This is a serious problem that

will absolutely limit my interest in using this software in the future.

This problem must be investigated and solved by people wiser than me in the

ways of computers.  I have copies of two of the presentations that caused

untold problems, as a starter for investigative work.

From: Paul Halliday <hallidap@union.edu

Subject: Re: Faculty survey

 First course: Number  Hist. 35, 36, 45, 46, 47, 146, 148

Title Europe GenEd courses; British history courses, excl. seminars

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when

 they started the course?

None

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the

 desired technical skills?

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

None

 Second course: Number: Hist. 145, 147

Title: Seminar courses

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when

 they started the course?

Capacity to use on-line search devices and catalogues

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the

 desired technical skills?

50%

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

I send them to the library.  I expect them to acquire the skills largely on

their own.  Most of these "skills" are acquired simply by spending a bit of

time.  Part of the learning process is that they learn what questions they

need to ask of others (e.g. library staff), so ask them to work in the

library and to consult staff when confused.  They then report to me what

they found and how they found it, and I help them fill in the gaps.

 Comments:

         The software and search possibilities are becoming quite easy to use, and so I want to spend as little time on this as possible so that I can remain focused on the central job of a liberal education, the development of a critical habit of mind and the ability to articulate complex ideas.  Given the ever increasing sea of useless "information" available on-line, I want to concentrate on providing them with the critical skills of mind that they must use to distinguish the junk from the worthwhile when they are searching, and to understand that the technology is only a path to a goal, not the goal.

From: "Andrea R. Foroughi" <forougha@union.edu

To: Diane Keller <kellerd@union.edu

Subject: Re: Faculty survey

  First course: Number Andrea Foroughi

Title Hist. 16: Women in Modern America

  1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when

  they started the course?

They need to be able to use a word processing program for writing papers.

  One of their assignments requires them to collect a variety of sources

from different media.  While they can use newspaper, radio, magazine

(print media), I also encouraged them to draw upon the WWW (this would be

the "wild web" in our lingo) for sources, too.

    2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course

had the  desired technical skills?

 From what I can tell, they all use computers for word processing.

  3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when

  they finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

I don't think they develop new skills.  They just get more practice with

word processing.  They are not doing footnote or endnote citations so this

is a very basic word processing skill.

From: Christine Laplante <laplantc@union.edu

 First course: Number CER 147 Title: Managing Construction Projects

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course? Spreed sheet, word processing, internet, autocad

capabilities.

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills? approximately 65%

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these skills.

 The ability utilize project planning, cost and scheduling packages.  They

are exposed to proper software and do assignments, labs and projects using

the software.

 Second course: Number CER 154 Title: Geo-environmental

 1. What types of technical skills did you expect students to have when they

 started the course?

 Word processing, internet and spreadsheet capabilities.

 2. Approximately what percentage of students in your course had the desired

 technical skills?

  approximately 95%

 3. What types of technical skills do you expect students to have when they

 finish your course? Indicate how the students acquire these  skills.

  None specifically, except how to research on the internet, utilize

powerpoint for development of professional presentations.  They do

assignments and give several presentations for which they are critiqued and

receive feedback.

 Comments:

 Most of my students are computer literate.  I find the computer center to

be an excellent resource for myself and the students.

